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In Parshas Ki Seitzei, the Torah teaches that a man is exempt from service in the army for the first
year of his marriage. The Torah explains, “He shall be free [of outside obligations and dedicated]
to his house for one year, v’simach es ishto asher lakach.” (24:5). Rashi explains that although one
might think to interpret the end of this verse as, “and he shall be happy with the wife that he
married,” that would have been correct if it had said, v'samach. V'simach, however, should be
understood as, “and he shall make happy the wife that he married.”

By simply clarifying the correct interpretation of this verse, Rashi is actually giving us a profound
insight. The Torah is not giving the husband a year off to enjoy his new marriage. Rather, it is giving
him a year to fulfill his obligation to make his new wife happy. While for many, their first thought
when entering into a relationship tends to revolve around “"What's in it for me? How will it make
me happy?” the correct approach is to focus on how we can make the other person happy. This
responsibility is so important that the Torah forbade a man from going to battle in order to fulfill
this obligation.

This perspective is applicable in all of our relationships. The more that we can focus on what we
can do for the other person, the better our relationships will be, the better our fulfillment of
interpersonal mitzvos will be, and, ultimately, the happier we ourselves will be. When we dedicate
ourselves to v'simach — to bringing joy to others — we inevitably discover v'samach, true joy within
ourselves.

‘Wishing you a Good Shabbos!
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‘To sponsor ap issue of Shabbos Delights, please email info@gwckollel.org



Point to Ponder TABLE TALK Parsha Riddle

Then you shall return it to him. (22, 2) . .
Just as there is an obligation to return the lost money / The term used for a divorce paper is a Get. How does

possession of your friend, there is an obligation to return his ~ the word Get imply a bill of divorce?

health to him. (Sanhedrin 73a) Please see next week's issue for the answer.
... and he will be healed. (Mishpatim 21, 19)
From here we learn that a doctor is allowed to heal a Last week’s riddle:

. Name four Mitzvos in this week's Parsha for which the
patient. (Bava Kamma 85a) ) Torah gives the reason why we are commanded?
Why do we need two sources for this halacha? Furthermore, = Answer: A king must write his own Sefer Torah (so he will

from the Gemara in Sanhedrin it seems a doctor is obligated = be humble); a king must not own too many horses (so he

to heal a sick person, however, the Gemara in Bava Kama gg:s;:‘fgeg%ﬁ:zf:;p l:,eiézw(r;:otﬂglzr;‘\i/ﬂn ,),’;;: I;g;gdn;’t:,s;

implies that a doctor is allowed to heal the sick, but not  astray) ; the prohibition of taking bribery (so you will not

oinc.;ated. Is it an obliﬁation oris it OEtionaI? be blinded in your judgement)

Rios Romer

HALACHA INSIGHTS FROM THE PARSHA
In parashas Ki-Seitzei (22:8), the Torah commands: "When you build a new house, Who Am 1I?
you shall make a parapet for your roof, so that you shall not cause blood [to be
spilled] in your house, that the one who falls should fall from it [the roof].”
“That the one who falls should fall from it" is a translation of the Hebrew "ki yipol #1 WHO AM I?
ha-nofeil mimenu,” which literally means “if the faller falls from it.” Why is the
potential victim described as “the faller,” since he has not yet fallen? lbn Ezra 1. Forsomelam onIy small.
suggests that this may simply be a matter of linguistic style (“derech ha-lashon"), .
or alternatively an expression of prophecy (“divrei nevuah”). Our Sages, however, 2. Forsome |l am also blg'
explain that the phrase “the faller” indicates that the fall was preordained by 3. I'm notin "time-out" but| am put in
Hashem, and not a meaningless accident:
This person was destined to fall from that roof from the six days of Creation, it the corner.
was ingrained into nature. As, although he did not yet fall, the verse calls him
fallen. Nevertheless, the owner of the house is indicted for this, as merit is 4. | may be shatnez.
engendered by means of the innocent and guilt by means of the guilty.
(Shabbos 32a) #2 WHO AM 1?
Some rishonim, however, explain the verse in precisely the opposite fashion:
someone whose fall has been decreed by Divine provi)élence due to his sinful 1. You heard me 6 months ago.

conduct will not possibly be saved by a parapet, and so the purpose of building a 2. Once d'oraisa.

parapet is only to save “the faller,” i.e., "someone who falls by himself absent any . 5

Divine intention.” (Akeidas Yitzchak here (#97) and parashas Vayishlach (#26), and 3. Tzeirei or Sego' :

see Abarbanel here.)

The Sefer Ha-lkkarim (4:6) accepts the Sages’ interpretation of “the faller” as 4. Remember.

someone who was destined to fall, but he explains that we should not extrapolate

from this that everything that occurs is preordained by Hashem. ,

The Kli Yakar cites an approach that accepts the Sages' interpretation of “the faller” Last Week’s Answers

as someone who is destined to fall, but still understands the purpose of the parapet #1 A king (My forgiveness doesn't work, You

to be for the security of those who have not been destined to fall. According to

. : 9 shouldn't have even though | am a mitzvah, | am not a
this approach, the phrase “from it" refers to the parapet and means “despite it,” 9

and so the sense of the verse is: “you shall make a parapet for your roof” - in order scribe yet | need a scroll, | was oiled))
to save someone who has not been destined to fall, although a parapet will not #2 Witnesses (| am 2 or 3 but also 100, | may be

save someone who has been destined to fall, since such an individual - “the faller”
- will fall despite its presence. PRESENTED BY . .
RABBI YITZHAK GROSSMAN, ROSH CHABURAH Sometimes one is useful.)
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responsible for what | didn’t do, | make you stand,
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Tuesday, Sept. 16 at 8:15pm on Zoom. Zoom info at gwckollel.org
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